Decexbder 16, 1944

The Restor
University of Hawana
Havana, Oubdba

Dear 8ir:

1 an writing this letter al the request of Dr. Alfred Les Sklay,
vho has asked me to make a statement apoudV the field of chemical physics and
its significance in the recent developments of science in general,

Chemical physics is a fusion of modern physics and chemistry. It
consiets in the application of the methods of modern phyeics and in particular
of the recent thecretical dsvelopments, espescially quantum mechanics, $o the
prodlexns of chemistry. Vorkers in chemical physics have during the past
twenty-five years made a very contribusion to chemistry. They have obtained
vary detailed infermation sbout the structurs of molecnles and the nature of
the forces detwoen atoms in moleoules and between molecules in condensed
systeme. Tie detalled information and the general principles of guantum
mechanics have providsd a firm foundatiom for the science of chemistry, which
hitherto has rosted on an smpirical foundation. It &s my opinion that the
f1eld of chemical physios is developing more rapidly at the presest time than
any other branch of chemletry, znd that vary great contridutions to science
oan bs oxpscted to be made in this field during the coming decades.

- One aspect of chemical physics which interests me very much is that
oé its rel.tion %0 Yiology and medicins. The dsvelopmente in chemical physics
have led not only ‘o important contributiorms to inorganic chemissry and organic
chemistry, Yut also i a very signifieant progrecs inm bicchemistry and chemo-
therapeution. Zhis may de illustrated by the werk of Dy. Eugo Theorell, Director
of the Npbel Institute for Physical Chemistry, who hae used the modern methods
of chemical physios t0 obtain very detailed information abous the nature of
certain engymes. Vorkers im our lsborataries in Pasadens have also applied
chemical physics in the study of serologlioal reaotions, and hays in this way
made contributions to the subjeot of i{mmunology. I think that cooperation
between chemical physiocists and diologists and madiocal men will in the future

be very frultful,

¥ay 1 also mention that I have lmown Dr. Alfrsd lLee Sklar for ten
years, and have followed his scientifio work with great interest throughout
this period. Dr. Sklar is in my opinion one of the most adle of the young men
working in the field of the applioation of guantum mechanios and other modern
physical methods te the prodlems cf chesmistry. He is an original and vigorous
vorker, and I ar confident that he will continue to meke very important oon-
tridutions to eciernce.

3incerely yours,

Linus Pauling, Ghairman
Division of Cheaistry and
LPijs Chemical Bngineering



